
Should I use an Oral Exam?

Do you want to assess your 
students'  breadth of knowledge 

over various topics?
No

Do you want to ask all the 
students the same questions 

which you do not want them to 
know in advance?

No

Do you anticipate that 
stress or shyness may have 

a very signif icant impact on your 
students'  ability to demonstrate 

their learning?

Yes

Yes

Yes
An oral exam is not 

appropriate in this instance

An oral exam may be a 
good f it in this instance

No

Some specif ic factors that 
may make an oral exam 

more advantageous:

You want your students to demonstrate 
higher order thinking skills without 

failing a question because of a 
technical mistake early on

You want students to get immediate 
feedback

You want to assess whether students 
understand previous assignments they 

have submitted

You require direct evidence of learning
You want face- to- face time with each 

student to increase connection
You want to build or assess students'  

oral communication skills
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