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What ane best practioss lor developing scologically responsible forms of knowladgeT How do feminists and social justics
i work 1o creats inciusive fomms of knowledge that help us &l 10 enjdy more Dalanced lives and communitiea? In
completing this moduls, you will hawve ths opportunity 10 conaider Fiow contemponany Tamenist scholars from tha feids of
poiitical ecology and feminist peography are mobiizing the lools that have been developed in their felds to guestion the
kriowiedpe frames Snd practces that hurve brought us 1o the brink of soclopcal challenges Inking us 1 across diverse
ervironments. How meght one best choose 1o inrestigate whal Community members need 10 know 1o respond
conatructivaly 10 scological challanges? Whiat approaches are necassary 10 ensuns that all voices are hisand in agenda
setting and decison making processea’? What ar the Emits that the natural ervironment Mposes on human activites?
These questions matber, profourndly.

Insert Highlight 2

Katz, p. 1215 What | want to offer hars is & non-innocent topograptsy of giobalization and its antalmants in one place as a
vehicie for developing a gendersd oppositonal poltics that moves across scale and place.

As we bogin to develop our colective and indhidual propects in this class, we will ward 1o practice an “othics of cane” in
torms of how we approach the guostions wo rase. No one and nothing & senved whon knowiodge production croales mone
problerms than it resolves. How do we come to understand our own “mattering maps™ and how thsa intersect with those of
othiars who face related challenges around our beautiful planet? As part of the work for this module, you may chodse 1o
respond 10 our readings in the colective journal, or post your draft of a ferninist counter-topographical *mag” or summary of
impacts, cutining tha information that dominating knowledges fal 1o attend 10, yet are producing related problams the
winld owved, Among thess are the feminization of poverty. for example, o the devalung of carng workl, How meght These be
related to the kinds of ecological concemns that ane being raised by the authors we read for this module? Please follow the
Schmphes shared in our Peadings, in which wrilers do not try 1o prebend thad they Rave & "gods 448" view, by cliiming
“obpectivity,” but rather attond to how thair own social positioning shages what they have o iy,

Read
Cn the Grounds of Giobalration: A Topography for Femenist Political Engagemaent.
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Cuestion

How did the course materials demonstrate different methodological approaches to developing new knowledges and
movemants?

Answer

Implicit in all of the courss materials for this unt an critiques of conbeMPorany SCONOMIC practices operating through
globalization, together with ways of exposing and critiquing them, As an action researcher, Hoogland tests her ideas
and inspirations in community. In the casa of her year of living without money, she learned that a great deal of important
activity can and does go on outside of formal economic systems, and that there may be considerable value in
rebalancing the value accorded lo those forces. She reparts being happier as a result of taking a time-out from most
directly monetized activities. Both Katz and Gururani provide historical accounts of how the difficult conditions they
fcamad have been produced as gendaered, and Row Be0pia™s rdationships 1o places and the reles they take up within
tham are changed by economic policies. All of these scholars developed and used different metheds to create new
knowledge about the issues they examnine, which may help us to reflect on bast approaches to knowledge
development about the iasues raised through work on the course, Clearly, Hoogland's voluntary decizion 1o go without
money for a defined period is rot the same as the forms of subsistence threatened by economic develepment”
outlined by Katz and Gururani, but there are also similarities worth considering.

Cuestion

Reflecting specifically on the articles by Gururani and Katz, what can be understood about localized and Indigenous
approaches to land consarvation and environmental degradation?

Answer

One of the first msues that stands out in both of these accounts reflects the ways economic decisions are mace tar
away from the sites of most profound impact. This is a sobenng fact, because it reveals, counter-topographically, that
the accountabilities for such decisions do not include those most affected. Understanding such processes and
practices goes a long way toward explaining how our planet came to be in the state of environmental crisis we now
face, Fecognizing the gendersd impacts of such decisions is also vital, Often, gendened cultural practices are cruelly
reinforced to deliver pain and suffering to differently gendered bodies in particular ways. However, it is possibie to
respond to such socis-sconomic contouring of consciousness by undartaking resistant choices, such as pressing for
tha education of girs, as cccumed in Sudan,
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Embodied Debt: refars to a process by which international debt is transferred to the embodied expariences of the most
disadvantaged persons in a given locale. Tamgeted individuals ane mone sulbject o injury and illness — without
environmental safety or healthcare supports, are ferced to werk harder, die younger, and sufier greater indignities at the
hands of those who benefit most from the contributions they rmake. At the same time, the low-impact lifestyles of the
world's poor are doing mare to protect our planet from the excesses of the wealthy than anyone slse. As Salleh argues,
the wealthiest people and nations of the world owe theirfour ives to the poor,

Cognitive Justice: When impenalist/colonialist projects aast by subordinaling Indigenous, women's, queer and other
forms of knowledge, balanced perspectives and practices ane lost. Mot only does what is accepted as knowledge
becoma increasingly shallow, it becomas more dangerous. Cognitive justice refers to a practice in which all pacgple and
knowledges are included in non-coercive problem-solving. If Indigencus peoples have leamead to fve in cooparation with
environments, that knowledge is included in revising the ways economias work

Mattering Maps: |n differant social sattings, different ideas, pecple, places, things matter differently. While the term was
coined by Mebecca Goldstein as a way to think about how economic decisions ane made, it is possible to begin with

individual and community matiering maps and come to understand how thess comply or diverge from dominant
narratives/mattering maps.

Faminist Counter-Topographies: A way of mapping the under-acknowledged offects of how contemporary sconomic
and social practices an impacting targeled indivicuals and communities; a first Step in buiding solidanities toward
change

Ethics of Care: Bacause caring work is devalued in patiarchal cultures, it is often devalved into the private lives of
women and subordinated communities. If care is understood as a public good, then, rather than requiring the mast
vulnerable majerity to endure and “pick up the pleces™ caused by the axcesses of the most defended minority, caring for
one anather and the world/s wa liva in would be recognized as a vital part of any st systam.

One ThirdMwo Thirds ‘World: It has become commonplace to refler to “third world™ countries as if they are cn some
ather planst, which they are not. The conditions of those wha Ihve in the tao-thirds world are not divorced from what
happans in the one third world. It is not “lucky”® to be bom into a dominating nation. Socio-economic systemns have
been constructed fo favour the deminating nations,

The designation of first, second and third word countries was oniginally sconomic, and based on a model of industrial
development as “progress.” First world countries were understood to be the most industnalized, Second world
countries, of which Canada remains a prosperous member, rely more heavily on natural resources and agriculture than
industrialization, Thind woarld countries s those still Siriving to recover fram the ravages of impanalisma/colonialisms.,
One sobaring way to disrupt thesa violent namatives is to recognize thal the dominating countries, whosa leaders meat at
G20 summits for examplae, represent global minorities who behave as if they are a majority. Mamy people alive on our
planet now live on less than 1200 calories a day, similar to prisoners in the concentration camps of WWII. The twao thirds
world can then be seen as a concantrationary zone, parpatrated and expleited by the one thind world. It is possible for
two-thirds wordd conditions to exist in one-third word nations.
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